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ence with leaders in other states besides that inaugurated by Gist.
Yancey, Pugh, Bullock, and others were urging that South Carolina
take the lead. Chesnut wanted a conference before the convention
and wrote to Hammond suggesting it be held at Columbia. Hammond
did not feel up to going to the capital, and most associates deferred to
him. Therefore at his home "RedclifFe," near Augusta, all the con-
gressional delegation save Miles who was ill, and Chesnut, met on
October 25, together with Orr, Gist, and ex-Governor Adams. Even
though Gist had thus far received no encouragement from his fellow
Governors and most of them had not yet replied to his letter, the
Carolina conferees agreed that secession should be the program if
Lincoln were elected. Governor Gist began to seek arms with his
$100,000.32
As a kinsman of Postmaster General Holt put it: "In the heart of
the planting states we have constandy a foretaste of what Northern
brotherhood means, in almost daily conflagrations, and in the discovery
of poison, knives and pistols distributed among our slaves by emis-
saries sent out for the purpose by openly organized associations. I sup-
pose there cannot be found in all the planting states a territory ten
miles square in which the foot prints of one or more of these miscreants
have not been discovered, plans have everywhere been detected before
their hellish work was accomplished. This army of assassins must
number thousands and they have at their command strichnine and
arsenic in such quantities as show that special factories have been
established to suit their demand. You know nothing of this aspect of
the 'conflict* and cannot because not one affair of the kind in every
ten gets even into the papers. I have heard and read of twenty-three
of these wretches being hanged in the last three weeks."S3
Even the children felt it. A little girl of ten wrote to her uncle: "I
expect we will have war. I would go fight for the South if I could. I
think if the Southern men have any bravery in them they will fight,
and I think if they do fight they will gain the victory for the right is
on their side,"S4